Rio Grande Council of Governments Board of Directors selects Executive Director 

The Rio Grande Council of Governments Board of Directors selected Annette Gutierrez as their Executive Director at their February 20th meeting.  Gutierrez is currently the Regional Services Director of the Council of Governments. The contract and start date for Gutierrez is under negotiation.
The Honorable Manuel Molinar, President of the Rio Grande Council of Governments and County Judge of Culberson County, expressed his gratitude and admiration for all three candidates and noted they were all well qualified to serve as the Executive Director.  He also thanked the search committee and the Board of Directors for their time and dedication during the selection process.  Judge Molinar stated, “It was a difficult decision for the Board, but in the end we chose Ms. Gutierrez because of her experience with this organization”.   

Ms. Gutierrez began her career at the Rio Grande Council of Governments in 1999, as their Economic Development Coordinator.  Since then, she has also served as the Regional Services Manager and the Regional Services Director since 2003.  Ms. Gutierrez holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science, from St. Mary’s University and a Master of Public Administration from the University of Texas at San Antonio.  Ms. Gutierrez is active with the Cancer and Chronic Disease Consortium and currently serves on their Board of Directors.   
Ms. Gutierrez succeeds Judge Brisbin, who died Monday September 15, 2008 in a plane crash in the remote Sierra Madre Mountains in Chihuahua, Mexico.  Judge Brisbin was surveying the flood damage along the Mexican/ U.S. border between El Paso and Presidio, Texas.   
